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Anchorage International Airport Reports Record Passenger 
Numbers and Solid Air Cargo Growth in 2018 

Jan. 31, 2019 (Anchorage, AK) – More than 5.6 million passengers traveled in and out 
of the Ted Stevens Anchorage International Airport (ANC) in 2018. The airport also saw 
2.79 million metric tons of air cargo during 2018. 

Almost 85,000 additional passengers, a 3.1 percent increase over the previous year, 
passed through the gateway of Alaska. Most of the increase can be attributed to a robust 
tourism industry. Last year airlines increased flight frequency, used larger aircraft, or both 
to accommodate the increased demand to visit the Last Frontier. This increase in 
passenger traffic is great news for Alaska, said Jim Szczesniak, Airport Manager, “the 
vast majority of this increase was driven by tourism and that translates into tens-of-
millions of additional dollars being poured into Alaska’s economy.” 

Anchorage, the world’s fifth busiest air cargo airport, also saw solid growth in its air cargo 
numbers. Air cargo grew by 2.52 percent to 2.79 million metric tons. Anchorage is 
strategically located between the world’s two largest economies which happen to be the 
two largest e-commerce markets.  

“Global growth and e-commerce in particular are the driving force behind our solid 
numbers. In 2018 the airport secured new air cargo airlines and that helps grow our cargo 
numbers. We are also seeing a lot of growth using Anchorage to connect Latin America 
and Asia. The perishables market between those two regions is really exploding and 
Anchorage is strategically located between those markets. Airlines can pair fresh Latin 
American fruit with some fresh, wild caught Alaskan salmon or king crab and send a 
balanced meal to Asia.” 

 
About Ted Stevens Anchorage International Airport and Alaska DOT&PF 

Ted Stevens Anchorage International Airport is an important gateway to the city of Anchorage 
and the State of Alaska. More than 5 million passengers fly through ANC annually. Ted Stevens 
Anchorage International Airport is responsible for approximately 15,577 airport & community 
jobs, earning $1 billion. That's 1 in 10 jobs in Anchorage. 

The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities oversees 239 airports, 10 ferries 
serving 35 communities, more than 5,600 miles of highway and 731 public facilities throughout 
the state of Alaska. The mission of the department is to “Keep Alaska Moving through service 
and infrastructure.” 

### 

Media Contact: Trudy Wassel; 907.266.2545, trudy.wassel@alaska.gov 

 Eland Conway; 907.266.2694, eland.conway@alaska.gov 

Ted Stevens Anchorage International Airport | 5000 W. International Airport Rd  |  Anchorage, AK 99502 
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